A NEW REPUBLIC ENTERS THE FAMILY OF NATIONS    1Q
had long viewed with alarm the growing tendency of
Anglo-Saxon language and cultural influences to "corrupt"
the Hispanic heritage. And, more important perhaps, it
constituted a device of the old Creole-descended oligarchy
to obliterate the political influence of the rapidly multiply-
ing population of West Indian laborers imported into the
Isthmus to "work for the Yanqui Canal Administration.
These people had demonstrated an increasing resistance
to the arbitrary exercise of power based upon inherited
prerogatives of a few "grand old families," and had also
shown a disquieting tendency to be influenced by the
Yanqui authority at Balboa Heights in the exercise of the
functions of Panamanian citizenship.
The Republic's third basic law was the Constitution of
March 1, 1946, which is still in effect.18 Although promul-
gated by anti-Arias forces supposedly friendly to the
United States, it has retained the Spanish language re-
quirement for citizenship. The most plausible explanation
for this seems to lie in the undoubted fact that the propa-
ganda of the Hispanidad-Nacionalista forces had whipped
up such a fervor of intense patriotism and nationalism that
no government would have dared in 1946 to countenance
any move smacking of a retreat from the battle to preserve
the Hispanic heritage. In addition to this, the Bases Con-
troversy, which is discussed in a subsequent chapter, was
coming to a crisis in 1946, and even a regime friendly to
Washington would not allow such friendship to weaken
the national front by opening the door to increasingly
greater participation in Panamanian politics of a huge
English-speaking electorate which had often demonstrated
its readiness to follow Yanqui influences and its complete
lack of any sense of Panamanian "nationality."
The Constitution of 1946 also provided for a presi-
dential succession of two elected vice-presidents. But even